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CWPA 2018
Sacramento, California
July 26-29, 2018
Welcome to Sacramento—America’s Farm to Fork Capital

Photos courtesy of Visit Sacramento
[Alt-Text: The image on right shows the front of the State Capitol build; the image on the
left shows Capay Organic Farm, Yolo County]
Welcome to the Council of Writing Program Administrators 2018 Conference in Sacramento.
Our goal is to help all attendees prepare for their visit and ensure as many people as possible get
to experience this year’s conference location.
We have attempted to address many accessibility issues for attendees during their trip to
Sacramento. There may be questions or needs that have not been addressed here. Please feel free
to contact us.
For conference schedule and questions, please visit our website: http://cwpa2018.ucdavis.edu/
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Contacts
Local Arrangements Team
• Angela Clark-Oates, clark-oates@csus.edu
• Cathy Gabor, cgabor@usfca.edu
• Hogan Hayes, hogan.hayes@csus.edu
• Tereza Kramer, tjk2@stmarys-ca.edu
• Ti Macklin, timacklinteacher@gmail.com
• Trish Serviss, pcserviss@ucdavis.edu
• Anne Shea, ashea@cca.edu
• Meghan Sweeney, mas36@stmarys-ca.edu
• Carl Whithaus, cwwhitaus@ucdavis.edu

Accessibility Information
CWPA 2018 accessibility information is available at the Registration Table in the Lobby of the
Hyatt (conference hotel), on the CWPA 2018 http://cwpa2018.ucdavis.edu/, and in the
Guidebook app.
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Arriving in Sacramento

Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image shows the black and white WPA logo, four squares with a W in the
top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil in the bottom left
square, and an A in the bottom right square]

Sacramento Weather
Summers in Sacramento are hot. The ten-day forecast is predicting upper 90’s during the day,
but, unlike many parts of the country, temperatures drop significantly in the evenings, down to
the mid to low 60’s. If we are lucky, we will get the Delta Breeze, a wind coming off the delta of
the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River, which is essentially a sea breeze from the Pacific
Ocean.

Transportation from the airport to the Hyatt
Regency/Downtown Sacramento
Airport shuttles

SuperShuttle airport transfer discounts have been obtained on your
behalf.
From the SuperShuttle website:
SuperShuttle is committed to providing exceptional service and welcomes all passengers with
disabilities, including individuals who use wheelchairs and those accompanied by service
animals.
For transportation into airports, customers are required to make advanced reservations. When
making an accessible reservation, customers should specify whether or not an accessible vehicle
is required or if a service animal will be accompanying the customer.
For transportation from airports, reservations are not required with the exception of Long Beach
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Airport (LGB) Oakland Airport (OAK) and San Jose Airport (SJC). For customers requiring the
use of accessible transportation, reservations are encouraged, but not required.
A discounted rate through SuperShuttle is offered for our conference. More information,
including the group code and airport information can be found by following this link:
https://group.supershuttle.com/group-page/2018-annual-conference/.

Additional Transportation Options to/from The Hyatt
Regency
The Sacramento Airport (airport code: SMF) offers a number of options in getting to and from
the airport.

Car Rentals
The Sacramento International Airport offers a wide selection of rental car options, which may
include accessible vehicle options. However, those vehicles may not be immediately on hand, we
recommend calling in advance to find more information and to make reservations.
Advantage
(916) 924-5918 www.advantage.com
Alamo
(800) 327-9633 www.alamo.com
Avis
(916) 922-5601 www.avis.com
Budget
(800) 763-2999 www.budget.com
Enterprise
(800) 736-8227 www.enterprise.com
Hertz
(800) 654-3131 www.hertz.com
National
(800) 227-7366 www.nationalcar.com

Public Transportation
There are two public transportation options that can take you to and from the Sacramento
International Airport. Both are ADA compliant and are easily accessible for all.
Yolobus
From Visit Sacramento:
Hourly buses to downtown Sacramento. Route 42 Stop is 13th & L Streets $2 one-way.
(530) 666-2877 / (916) 371-2877 www.yolobus.com
Paratransit
From Visit Sacramento
Offers airport transportation to registered disabled customers. Call for rate quote.
(916) 429-2744 http://www.paratransit.org.

Taxis and Ride Sharing
Taxi Services
Yellow Cab Co. of Sacramento offers taxi services, including ADA van options, to and from the
airport and all around the city of Sacramento.
Yellow Cab Co.
(916) 444-2222 http://www.yellowcabsacramento.com

7
$35 one-way
Ride Sharing
Lyft and Uber are readily available to pick up at the Sacramento Airport via their apps
More Information
All of the above information, plus additional information about transportation to and from the
Sacramento International Airport can be found here: Airport Transportation.
RideGuru is another website with useful information about transportation to and from the
Sacramento Airport
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Conference Venue:
Hyatt Regency
Sacramento
Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image shows the black and white WPA logo, four squares with a W in the
top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil in the bottom left
square, and an A in the bottom right square]

1209 L Street, Sacramento, California, USA, 95814

The main entrance of the Hyatt Regency from L street.
[Alt Text: The image shows the main entrance of The Hyatt Regency, Sacramento.]
The CWPA 2018 conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency Sacramento, which is located in
downtown Sacramento. WPA Workshop participants will have an outing to the River Cats game
at Raley Field, and the Saturday evening outing will be hosted at the California Museum, both of
which are also located in downtown Sacramento.

Facilities Accessibility Information
Entrances, Drop-Off and Pick-up
Located in the heart of downtown Sacramento, the Hyatt Regency is just steps away from the
state’s capital. The Hyatt Regency Sacramento is approximately a 15-minute drive from the
Sacramento Airport. The main entrance is located on L street and is flush with the ground,
providing easy access for everyone. The doors leading to the lobby are all automatic.

9

Located on L Street is a turnout that can be accessed for taxi/shuttle pick-up and drop-off. The
entrances facing the turnout are wide and are at ground level, with no objects obstructing the
path from the doorways to the turnout. These doors are also automatic. ADA accessible parking
spots are located on the 2nd and 5th floors of the parking structure and have direct access into the
hotel.

Fragrance in Common Areas
The Hyatt pipes fragrance in hallways throughout the hotel.

Common Areas
The Hyatt Regency, Sacramento provides a number of features to make you conference going as
accessible as possible. All meeting spaces, common areas and bathrooms are ADA compliant.
Each meeting room features a brail listing on the room sign. There are ramps leading to the
Amourath (dining area) and to the pool from the Amourath patio. The restrooms in the pool area
are gender neutral and both contain baby changing stations, which can also be found in the
Ballroom restrooms. All outlets are ground level, except in the Regency Club. The two restrooms
near the Mezzanine will also be gender neutral all day Friday, July 27 and Saturday, July 28.
The hotel also offers ADA Compliance Economy Hotel Kits for adapting guest rooms for
hearing impairments (see image below) and assistive listening devices for the conference.
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The ramp in Amourath.
[Alt Text: The image shows pathways to Amourath.]
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The Ramp from Amourath.
[The image shows the ramp from Amourath.]
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Guest Rooms
The Hyatt Regency offers multiple accessible rooms, which feature lowered door handles,
ground level outlets, accessible showers and tubs with grab-bars, a shower seat available upon
request, and lowered closet poles.

Room with ADA Compliance Economy Hotel Kit
[Alt Test: the image shows ADA Compliance Economy Hotel Kit in room1]

You can see on the picture that the Communication Access Device (TDD) is covered with a
green sticker. It is no longer provided in the kit. These have been made antiques by
smartphones and texting. We still have a couple of these devices, but they are literally 25 years
old.
1
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Accessible room entryway.
[The image shows the entryway to an Accessible room.]
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Accessible bathroom.
[The image shows a lowered sink and handrails.]
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Accessible shower and grab-bars.
[The images show an accessible shower, with grab bars, and a bench seat.]
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Accessible closet with lowered railing.
[The image shows a closet in an accessible room with lowered railings.]
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Additional Amenities
Quiet Room
The Trinity Room on the Mezzanine level of the hotel is designated as a quiet room from
Sunday, July 23 to Saturday, July 28. Times available 8:00AM – 6:00PM

Lactation Room
The Capitol Board Room near the Mezzanine is designated as a lactation room on Monday, July
23 and Wednesday, July 25 – Saturday, July 28. Unfortunately, there were no available rooms on
Tuesday, July 24, so if you need a space, please ask for Becky Wolfe at the front desk on the first
level. She will take you to an executive office for privacy and comfort. Times available: 8:00AM
– 6:00PM
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CWPA Position
Statement on
Accessibility
Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image shows the black and white WPA logo, four squares with a W in the
top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil in the bottom left
square, and an A in the bottom right square]
CWPA Position Statement on Accessibility
(Revised 8/6/13)
Charge for the CWPA Disabilities Committee:
“The charge of this new committee is to recommend initiatives and policies that CWPA could
pursue/adopt. You could also recommend ways to make the annual conference more
accessible.” (Roen, 2012, n.p.)
Position Statement on Accessibility:
CWPA promotes a participatory designed learning conference environment in which
accessibility is the responsibility of all members with regard to writing program administration,
the teaching of writing, and scholarly delivery via conference platforms, print & digital
publications, and so forth. As an organization that researches writing and rhetorical theories,
pedagogical praxis, assessment, methodologies, teacher-training, writing across the curriculum,
issues of stigma, and writing in the disciplines, we value the opportunities that differences and
diversity afford to explore a more capacious understanding of communication and the available
means of persuasion. We hold a core value to deliver textual spaces to which all audiences are
able to respond. In this Position Statement, the CWPA puts forth policies that aim to open
access and invite varied means of participation by all members and audiences and to recognize
the rights of the disabled as one of civil rights.
The CWPA Disabilities Committee commits to the following policies:
Following the policy established by CCCC
(http://www.ncte.org/cccc/resources/positions/disabilitypolicy), the CWPA maintains the
following policies regarding (dis)abilities:
●

The CWPA affirms the CCCC position that “students, staff, and faculty on college
campuses include people with a wide range of visible and invisible disabilities--cognitive,
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learning, emotional, psychological, and physical” (CCC Position Statement on
Disability).
●

The CWPA recognizes that people living with disabilities—indeed all people—add new
perspectives on the term “diversity” in classrooms, in writing program administrative
work, and on campus in general.

●

The CWPA values the insights added to composition and rhetoric from the field of
Disabilities Studies and encourages WPAs, writing instructors, and writing tutors to
explore key issues in the field of composition and rhetoric in conjunction with
Disabilities Studies.

●

The CWPA affirms the valuable perspectives on accessibility, inclusion, diversity, and
difference that people with disabilities offer for scholarship in composition and rhetoric
and writing program administration.

●

The CWPA understands that physical and digital environments on campus and at
professional meetings must be accessible and inclusive for all writing instructors, writing
tutors, writing program administrators, staff, and students to participate.

●

The CWPA encourages writing program administrators, writing center directors, and
writing instructors to build inclusive curricula and promote flexible pedagogy premised
on accessibility and meaningful engagement with difference.

The CWPA Disabilities Committee commits the following initiatives:
The CWPA commits to the following short-term goals:
● Renaming this committee as The Disability and Accessibility Committee
●

Including an institute dedicated to accessibility and disability at future conferences

●

Encouraging proposals for panels and presentations that deal specifically with
accessibility and/or disability issues

●

Making all events it hosts accessible to all members

•

Communicating in conference documents--CFPs, Conference Program books, and the
Conference website-- that all conference participants/attendees are responsible for
accessibility

•

Hosting an “Accessibility Table” similar to the one at CCCC that offers suggestions on
local attractions that are accessible, information about the accessibility of the area in
general, details connected to accessibility at the conference, etc. This table could be
staffed by a variety of attendees since accessibility is everyone’s job.

•

Creating a space on all future conference registration pages that asks “How can we make
your experience more accessible and/or successful?”
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The CWPA commits to the following long-term goals:
● Devoting at least one part of the new WPA summer workshop to issues about
accessibility and disability
●

Creating training materials for WPAs on making their writing programs accessible and
providing best practice guidelines for all

●

Improving CWPA website accessibility by providing links for downloading free screenreading software, by providing information about accessing PDF files with screen reading
software, and by permanently including on the website guidelines for how to take issues
of disability and accessibility into consideration when planning a presentation (see
composingaccess.net)

●

Making CWPA publications available in multiple formats to make materials more
accessible and more universally designed

●

Encouraging more presenters to speak about universal design from a variety of
perspectives.

●

Having the site visit committee consult with a member of this committee to help evaluate
the accessibility of future sites (perhaps this committee could also collaborate with local
organizers) and provide this group with a checklist of items that should be evaluated at
each site

●

Inviting plenary speakers that address different issues of ability

●

Creating a mentoring strand about disability and accessibility

●

Distributing sessions about accessibility and disability more evenly through the program
in order to avoid overlap and actively bringing these sessions to the awareness of
conference attendees through an icon or some kind of marker

●

Providing real time closed captioning for at least the plenary speakers

●

Encouraging WPAs to be more proactive in reaching out to the services on their own
campuses that address issues of ability and access so that this information can be shared
departmentally

The Disabilities Committee recommends the following actions in 2014 to increase conference
accessibility:
●

We recommend that CWPA adapt conference presentation accessibility guidelines for all
conference presenters published by the Society for Disability Studies, such as
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○

Provide hard copy and large print hard copies (17 point font or larger) of all
handouts used during the presentation on non-white paper

○

Provide an e-text version of papers, outlines and/or presentation materials such as
PowerPoint slides and a summary of one’s presentation with a list of proper
names, terminology and jargon in advance of their delivery (for open captioning,
distribution to attendees who experience barriers to print, and to assist ASL
interpreters with preparation)

○

Make allowances for a “Plan B”: consider bringing your presentation on a jump
drive and projecting the text of your paper to enhance captioning

○

Provide audio-description of visual images, charts and video/DVDs, and/or open
or closed captioning of films and video clips

○

Discuss with your audience prior to the delivery of your paper if an alternate
physical design in the room would better accommodate all persons (i.e. a circular
format would be more receptive for ASL interpretation)

○

Contribute to improving intellectual access at the conference: consider your
presentation as an opportunity to engage your audience.
Avoid reading your paper.
Plan your presentation to accommodate captioning and ASL
interpretation. Avoid using jargon and slow the pace of your presentation
to allow time for eye contact and spelling proper names and terminology.
■ Speak at an appropriate, regular volume.
■
■

We recommend that CWPA explore the feasibility of allowing individuals to present
from remote locations via Skype, video files, or audio files (note: The Society for Disability
Studies is “experimenting with ways to make our conference accessible to those who cannot
travel while ensuring feasibility, reliability and accessibility for those attending the face-toface meeting”)
●

●

We recommend that CWPA publishes accessibility guidelines in multiple venues,
including the conference CFP, the conference website, and in conference organizers’
communication to presenters

●

We recommend that CWPA provides conference materials in multiple formats upon
request, including text, large print, aural, standard contrast (for electronic texts), high
contrast (electronic documents), PDF/HTML options

●

We recommend that all future conference sites include a “quiet” or “comfortable” room
for those who need a quiet break from the sessions.
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●

We request that future CWPA conferences have available for attendees an accessible
business center or similar space providing printers and/or copiers for our use (perhaps
this could be sponsored by a publisher).

•

We suggest that future CWPA conferences host an “Accessibility Table” similar to the
one at CCCC that offers suggestions on local attractions that are accessible, general
information about the accessibility of the area in general, details connected to
accessibility at the conference, etc. This table could be staffed by a variety of attendees
since accessibility is everyone’s job.

•

We recommend that all future conference sites include a “quiet” or “comfortable” room
for those who need a quiet break from the sessions.
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Presenting at the
Conference

Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image shows the black and white WPA logo, four squares with a W in the
top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil in the bottom left
square, and an A in the bottom right square]

Accessibility
Composing Access offers excellent guidance in multiple modes for conference presenters and
planners. Tips here are distilled from that site’s detailed advice.

Preparing Your Presentation
Tara Wood covers preparing a script, designing audio/visual elements, and interacting with sign
interpreters or transcriptionists in this 2-page handout, Preparing an Accessible Presentation.
For additional suggestions on presentation space, handout design, digital access, and scripts, see
Composing Access’s materials on Preparing Your Presentation.

During the Presentation
The more accessible your presentation, the more likely your ideas are to reach people. So, give
audience members alternative formats to access your materials and to engage with you during the
talk. Some may not be at the conference, so providing digital materials increases the distribution
of your ideas. Some in-person attendees may appreciate digital or paper text to augment your
spoken delivery. Some may appreciate spoken translation of images. Some may prefer to write
questions instead of voicing them.
•

Provide both large print versions (18 point) and 12 point of handouts

•

Provide both digital and paper versions as well as your in-person delivery.

•

Bring the materials to the audience. Don’t assume all can move easily to get them.

•

Describe presentation visuals. Don’t assume all can see them well.

•

For Q&A, gather questions by index cards. Don’t rely on voice only.
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For more detailed suggestions, see Composing Access’s materials on During the
Presentation. Thanks to the Composing Access Project, co-sponsored by the Committee on
Disability Issues in College Composition (CDICC) and the Computers & Composition Digital
Press (CCDP) for developing the Composing Access resource
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The California Museum

Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image shows the black and white WPA logo, four squares with a W in the
top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil in the bottom left
square, and an A in the bottom right square]

Archives Plaza. 1020 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
The CWPA Conference Saturday night outing will be hosted at the California Museum on
Saturday, July 28.

Overall Accessibility
From the California Museum website:
The California Museum offers a number of accessible options for attendees. Attendees with low
or no vision can request iPod-based audio tours for the Unity Center and brail guides for the
Health Happens Here exhibit. New videos are captioned, while older videos that are not
captioned do have transcripts which can be requested from the museum store. The museum is
wheelchair friendly. Each level of the museum can be accessed through the lobby elevator.
Visitors requiring a service animal are welcome to bring their service animal throughout the
museum.
The entryway doors are wide and have an automatic opening option. There is a large stairway
from the first floor to the second. Each stair is textured and the stairway has a handrail on either
side. The elevator buttons contain brail for easier navigation.
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First floor and basement map
[Alt Text: The images display a map of the first floor, second floor, and basement of the
California Museum, including where stairwells, emergency exits, and elevators are
located.]
More information, including contact information for the California Museum can be found at
http://www.californiamuseum.org/faqs-accessibility.
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Raley Field: Home of
The Sacramento River
Cats
Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image shows the black and white WPA logo, four squares with a W in the
top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil in the bottom left
square, and an A in the bottom right square]

400 Ballpark Dr, West Sacramento, CA 95691
The WPA Workshop outing will be hosted at a River Cats game at Raley Field on Wednesday,
July 25.

Overall Accessibility
From the Raley Field website:
Raley Field meets all structural and service requirements as stipulated by the Americans with
Disabilities Act. The following services are available to accommodate the needs of our disabled
guests.
Wheelchair and companion seating are offered on every level and in all price categories of the
stadium. Every seating section is wheelchair-accessible and electric outlets are provided at many
of the wheelchair seating areas for use in charging power wheelchairs and electronic
communication devices. Accessible seating is available for all Raley Field events and can be
purchased through Ticketmaster or Raley Field's Round Table Pizza Ticket Office.

29

Map of Raley’s Field
[Alt Text: The image shows a map of the stadium]
An elevator is located on the concourse of the stadium at Section 112 for wheelchair access to
the Field Level and Suite level of the stadium.
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Escorts are available for guests with disabilities or anyone who may need assistance entering and
exiting the stadium. Our escorts will meet a guest at the drop-off area and assist the guest into the
stadium and to their seat. The escort will then meet the guest at the end of the event and assist
them back to the drop-off area.
The escorts are stationed at the drop-off zone.

Parking, Drop-Off and Pick-up
A limited number of on-site disabled parking is available on a first-come, first-served basis in the
VIP Green Lot. Additional disabled parking is available in the Orange Lot, which is just south of
the stadium. Guests parking in all lots can catch a shuttle back to the drop-off zone in front of the
stadium. A wheelchair-accessible van is also available which can transport guests in wheelchairs
back to the drop-off zone. The cost to park in any disabled spot $10 (4+ carpool is free with
Lasher Subaru Parking Pass available here) but you must have a valid ADA placard visible
upon entrance to the lot. If you have questions about our disabled parking, please call the Guest
Services department at (916) 376-4700.
Guests who need assistance with parking or related subjects should contact the nearest parking
attendant or guest services representative, or go to the Guest Services Office located on the
concourse at Section 112.
There is a drop-off zone adjacent to the stadium on Fifth Street where guests may be dropped off
and picked up.
To arrange for taxi service, please stop by the Guest Services Office located on the Concourse
Level at Section 112 or call Yellow Cab Taxis at 916.444.2222.

Restrooms
Raley Field's restrooms, presented by Bell Brothers, are available on all levels of Raley Field,
and are located on the concourse behind sections 106 & 117, and on the suite level across suites
1, 2, & 24. All restrooms have diaper-changing tables and are accessible to guests with
disabilities.
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Well-being and
Spirituality

Header Image: WPA Logo
[Alt-Text: The image at the top of each section is the black and white WPA logo, four
squares with a W in the top right square, a P in the top left square, a hand holding a pencil
in the bottom left square, and an A in the bottom right square]
Sacramento is home to a diverse and inclusive culture and offers a number of supports for those
who may be in need.
Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous
Please visit the following website to access times and locations for Alcoholics Anonymous:
http://aasacramento.org/meetings/
Please visit the following website to access times and locations for Narcotics Anonymous:
https://sacramentona.org/meetings/
Spirituality
Downtown Sacramento is home to many churches and places of worship.
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